MEMO
TO:
Local Unit Presidents, Council Presidents and Area Presidents
FR:
Karen Slay, on behalf of the Legislative Action Committee

RE:
Positions/Resolutions for Consideration at 2008 Convention

DATE:
December 1, 2007

Two new positions will be considered for adoption at the 2008 Convention in the Health, Welfare and Safety category.

II. Health, Welfare & Safety

A.08. Expansion of Sales Tax Holiday - Texas PTA supports expanding the list of items eligible for sales tax free purchase during the sales tax holiday weekend to include school supplies.

Pros:  Assists parents in reducing costs associated with the beginning of school by allowing the purchase, tax free, of school supplies.
Cons:  Reduces tax revenue to the state. This revenue is used to provide basic services to Texans, to fund public schools, to build roads, to fund Medicaid services, to name just a few items. 
B.08. Teen Drivers and Wireless Communication Devices –  Texas PTA supports legislation that further restricts the use of wireless communications devices, including cellular phones, by youth under the age of 18 while operating a motor vehicle.

Pros:  Reduces distractions of young and inexperienced drivers, hopefully reducing traffic accidents.
Cons:  Creates an increased enforcement burden on law enforcement;
is a further driving limitation on youth.
Per Texas PTA Bylaws, legislative positions and resolutions must be reviewed every 5 years.  At the 2008 convention, these 2003 positions and resolutions will either be reaffirmed or retired.

Reaffirm = Ongoing statewide and grassroots support is needed to sustain and promote the position or resolution.
Retire = Texas PTA continues to support, but the position or resolution has been achieved legislatively.
2003 Legislative Positions
I. Education

Reaffirm K.03. Dyslexia – Texas PTA supports allowing modifications and/or accommodations on  state mandated tests for students with dyslexia and/or related disorders as set forth by the individual student’s ARD or “504” committee. Such students may be exempt from the state mandated tests until such time that a state mandated test for dyslexic and related disorders students is developed and field tested.


Reaffirm L.03. Programs for At-Risk Students – Texas PTA supports extended programs for children at risk.

II. Health, Welfare & Safety


Reaffirm P.03. Gun Safety – Texas PTA supports legislation on gun safety and gun safety education.

Reaffirm Q.03. TB Testing – Texas PTA supports TB testing of children and school personnel.

Reaffirm R.03. Suicide Prevention – Texas PTA supports in-service training for school personnel regarding suicide prevention.

Reaffirm S.03. Random Drug Testing of School Employees – Texas PTA supports legislation that would allow districts to conduct random drug testing of employees.

Reaffirm T.03. Leave for School Involvement – Texas PTA supports legislation prohibiting discrimination by an employer for allowing an employee to use prearranged vacation time or personal leave to participate in a school activity of the employee’s child.

Retire U.03. Cement Kilns – Texas PTA supports regulations to require cement kilns burning hazardous and toxic wastes and/or tires to meet the same environmental and safety standards as fully permitted commercial hazardous waste.

Retire V.03. Hazardous Waste Facilities – Texas PTA supports requiring public participation through oral and written comments in the permit renewal, and expansion of facilities that burn hazardous and/or toxic waste or tires.

Retire W.03. Burning Hazardous Waste – Texas PTA supports requiring strict protective standards on the burning of toxic wastes and tires in order to have an environment safe for children.
Retire X.03. Product Labeling – Texas PTA supports regulations that require the labeling of all products derived from facilities burning hazardous and toxic wastes or tires.

III. School Finance

Reaffirm M.03. Staff Development –Texas PTA supports increased funding for professional staff development in public schools.

Reaffirm N.03. Tax Abatements – Texas PTA supports legislation that prohibits school tax abatements and provides alternatives to attract businesses.
Reaffirm O.03. Tax Abatements – Texas PTA supports legislation to ensure that tax abatements and exemptions are not imposed on school districts without public participation as well as concurrence.

Reaffirm P.03. Dyslexia – Texas PTA supports state funding for student needs related to dyslexia and related disorders. 

Reaffirm Q.03. Equity – Texas PTA supports increased state spending to achieve financial equity without leveling down.

2003 Resolutions

Retire BURNING OF HAZARDOUS AND TOXIC WASTES AND TIRES IN CEMENT KILNS


Resolved that Texas PTA supports state and federal regulations to require all facilities that burn hazardous and toxic wastes and/or tires to meet the same environmental and safety standards regulating commercial hazardous waste incinerator facilities.
Resolved that Texas PTA supports state and federal regulations that require the labeling of all products produced or derived from facilities burning hazardous and toxic wastes and/or tires so that consumers are aware of the composition of the products.
Resolved that Texas PTA supports notification of the public prior to the issuing, renewing and expanding of permits for these facilities.
Resolved that Texas PTA supports requiring all facilities that burn hazardous and toxic waste and/or tires comply with at least the same regulatory standards as those applied to commercial hazardous waste incinerator facilities {unless these facilities are within a five-mile radius of a school; whereupon, the regulatory standards must be set at levels that are not considered dangerous to the health and safety of children (ages 3 years old and up)}.
Resolved that this resolution is local, state and national in scope, meets the objects of PTA, and should be forwarded to the National PTA to be considered by the National PTA Convention Delegates in 1997.

Reaffirm CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
Resolved that anyone convicted of sexual offenses against children should receive the maximum sentence allowed by law and encourage that the offender should be required to serve the full sentence without the option of parole.
Resolved that anyone convicted of murdering a child should receive the maximum possible sentence allowed by law, and encourage that the offender should be required to serve the sentence without the option of parole.

Reaffirm PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
Resolved that Texas PTA encourage teacher-preparation programs to include courses on parental involvement.
Resolved that Texas PTA request the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) to require proficiency in parental involvement for state teacher certification.

Reaffirm SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES 

Resolved that Texas PTA encourage and support local PTAs/PTSAs to work with the government officials and policy-makers in their communities to ensure that sexually oriented businesses or signs advertising these businesses are not located within 1,000 feet of residential areas, schools, religious facilities, libraries, recreational facilities, public parks, school activity centers or thoroughfares used regularly by school buses transporting children.

Reaffirm SUMMER FOOD SERVICE
Resolved that Texas PTA and its constituent bodies encourage school districts to participate in the Summer Food Service Program.

Reaffirm SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASS SIZE
Resolved that Texas PTA bring pressure to bear on the Texas legislature to require that the Texas Education Agency mandate maximum class size for all students classified as needing special education services.
Resolved that Texas PTA actively lobby that such class size recommendations be made according to handicapping condition and basic tenets of the Individual Educational Plan (IEP).

